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BD Launches First Syringe Designed for Use with Humulin® R
U-500 Insulin
BD and Lilly Diabetes Collaboration Offers New Delivery Solution for People with Insulin Resistance

PR Newswire

FRANKLIN LAKES, N.J., Nov. 8, 2016 /PRNewswire/ -- BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company) (NYSE: BDX), a
leading global medical technology company announced today the launch of the BD(TM) U-500 Insulin Syringe,
the first insulin syringe developed for people with diabetes taking Humulin(®)R U-500 insulin, which is
manufactured by Eli Lilly & Company (NYSE: LLY).

Humulin R U-500 (500 units of insulin per 1mL), is concentrated insulin that is indicated for the treatment of
high blood sugar in people with diabetes who need to inject more than 200 units of insulin per day. These
patients are a critical population of people with diabetes who are considered insulin resistant, meaning their
bodies can't process insulin correctly, and who require larger doses to keep their blood glucose levels under
control. A recent estimate indicates up to 3.7 percent of patients with insulin-treated diabetes in the United
States have total daily insulin requirements exceeding 200 units.(i)

Without a dedicated U-500 insulin syringe, people with diabetes and health care providers are required to take
additional steps to manually convert U-500 insulin doses to the appropriate dose or volume when using a
traditional U-100 insulin syringe or tuberculin (volumetric) syringe. Before the availability of the U-500 insulin
syringe, this conversion could result in dosing errors, which have resulted in patients experiencing
hyperglycemia, hypoglycemia or death.(ii)

Compared to syringes made for U-100 insulin, the new BD U-500 Insulin Syringe is designed to help make it
easier for patients and health care providers to draw the correct dose of U-500 insulin by reducing steps that
can result in dosing errors. Humulin R U-500 insulin vials should not be prescribed without BD U-500 insulin
syringes.

"Together BD and Lilly Diabetes have the unique opportunity to bring to market a solution that addresses the
critical need of a very specific and important population of people with diabetes," said Dr. Laurence Hirsch, Vice
President of Global Medical Affairs for BD Diabetes Care. "This collaboration with Lilly exemplifies BD's
continued commitment to provide solutions for all people with diabetes, regardless of the population size, who
need tailored treatment options in order to receive better management of their insulin delivery methods."

Jeffrey A. Jackson, MD, FACP, FACE, CDE, Medical Fellow, US Medical Affairs, Lilly Diabetes said, "People with
diabetes and severe insulin resistance who have become poorly responsive to the effects of insulin may require
much higher insulin doses to help keep their blood sugar levels on target. At Lilly, we recognize that people with
diabetes have diverse needs and that their insulin delivery devices should reflect their individual needs, and
we're pleased to partner with BD to provide a dedicated U-500 insulin syringe."

The BD U-500 Insulin Syringe features a 6 mm x 31-gauge syringe needle, the shortest insulin syringe needle
available today, which is designed to deliver insulin injections into the subcutaneous tissue while minimizing the
risk of intramuscular injection. The BD U-500 Insulin Syringe also has clearly marked dosage labeling designed
to distinguish between other syringes to help prevent confusion and incorrect dosing. The new insulin syringe is
a 0.5 mL syringe with clear, bold U-500 scale markings in 5-unit increments and allows for dosing up to 250
units. The syringe package and components are color coded to align with the Humulin R U-500 insulin vial green
concentration color marking and protective cap.

About BD
BD is a global medical technology company that is advancing the world of health by improving medical
discovery, diagnostics and the delivery of care. BD leads in patient and health care worker safety and the
technologies that enable medical research and clinical laboratories. The company provides innovative solutions
that help advance medical research and genomics, enhance the diagnosis of infectious disease and cancer,
improve medication management, promote infection prevention, equip surgical and interventional procedures,
and support the management of diabetes. The company partners with organizations around the world to
address some of the most challenging global health issues. BD has more than 40,000 associates across 50

http://www.prnewswire.com/


countries who work in close collaboration with customers and partners to help enhance outcomes, lower health
care delivery costs, increase efficiencies, improve health care safety and expand access to health. For more
information on BD, please visit bd.com.

(i) IMS LifeLink(TM) Anonymized Patient Level Data (APLD) for the period August, 2014 to July, 2015
(ii) Humulin R U-500 Prescribing Information. Accessed May 2, 2016 at
http://uspl.lilly.com/humulinru500/humulinru500.html
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To view the original version on PR Newswire, visit:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/bd-launches-first-
syringe-designed-for-use-with-humulin-r-u-500-insulin-300358490.html
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